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thine. saite aeitt tron a forner neu bieiers 
I'll wast” and Berren Drake Looke@ quigsice . 
iL¥ at, hie Ligtie eres. SUYrs, pine arewhbatiy 
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bawl in the eenter of the cay? &. MAGES i ely ce 
: ne think we want af a°balanenders | “ndske 
save 9, visions ooke- sith his psnclh 4b j7gge 
geurtén, whier. pesuited in’ a vicious enspl- , 
fron the Little Jove. Kis -wite, Veroniess pull 
et hea, Avy and Tosxed at her husbend in 6 
Walt} Lene it: VEY « | 
WSs Nearer, fave the soar; Lite le ai] Tht, 
‘alone, 1273 a 7ihe, sho TP ORGh goink to: 166 
you tanta Liae’ fine “Lake something your size 
b 4nctenad of thatproor 110i RTOs OAs Eiitipere 
| eae a mbtece | and-she switched i nd gran ha 
tran tne room Teavini her husbar ara Oat 
e104 frame of mind, | 
"Helpless, en¢' gjaculouad Jaren, yastiohe 
ya es bie watt ooktke Seat *elash the waters tae 
Fitvle. snekeeli ce hand Eftedy wich tts arte 
qve9q staring Inte 113 Tet aig@nev« Tay Suc 
Lorhature seancd atnest huntn! (Giving 's Test 
Peas, Me dett the vost to oaks PoAge fe 
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PL Wad taker it xother nara at the tine for “an 
it had Heer. a, bosseup between tier, Sut) rinaly 
Ly Yersyica had decided ix: varrun, S, SATO. 
When the day. o> Sh@wedding ayrived,y, Burt (aa 
drew erren aside for a Tey, snakes of. DI 8 oo 
Velie. gonversallione .) sy eer, 
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“to "yerren, | ne: pada, "In. & fer, 
and Veronica will be. made Ge. 
Now 2 i wii. never, entirley rhe. ‘Ber up, yen fae 
<0 AS60430 only. dn my. dreams. 12, 1% peadn *f.. bean oy 
freuen, t -would have been the ducky hany = a5 
netdeng ot the altar. %d.t. 1121 alwys be ae 
VALfIng fo: htresno matter how, in: OF Fam 33s = ee) 
Leoaghty of. tines igh “hen. youstirm up. yens 
totem Gar the laat Aime, and the lily. ia ae 
Sam (sho om vour breast, 1 Work + 06 snecninn. . oe 

2 od noe $ouras 4 VOU S6c5.erren, I’ve. oy 
0) clhewn, end.2 not hiding ae true feele  — 

inge tren yous: 86 209° .40 her om you"lT nop . . 
from: met® and Burt “iked away, Leavt) 2 fae: lee | 
vetnee pew iaered- Varretre 

Sines then Veronicé nad bousived ry ster. 
ious Damkares on special Jecdalons lke, Giz§sh- 
neg ond Birthdays, but Lnes.2, 2iviays .cogtainas 
trivisbigifts thet sould aot be interoretr} 
other whee then triendiy offerings, Stali ii, 
rather ranried in ssrren’s conacieusness sn7 
several aratuer bitter quarrels wlus Vevorbes 
head been tbe result. These, ie felt, had been 
commiunieates to Burt in gome taye-it alnest , 
seemed aa if a .powertal winsless wag batmsen 
theirtwo geivess -Jernaps wcdid .3ay7 rethers | 
Sruel ond aggravating things. te, Peraniee, Yat _7 
Neture Bas srovided.Aim.sith @ rather. Vilas 
temper, that when aroused, stoopsd at Ho t=” 
hinge There was alvays 2 reconciliation. Bs 
an aftermath. to thie weakboese,, Sut oeck oe: 
WAS DGvl4ttle! slower about -coning > 3at bhee ? 
the time before. Spt 

yt had dropped 1i.ve ry Prequey st ist | 
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JLeasantness.  *” 
Ts « “AListne next? day’ jayren Seomed heunten 
with & atron intuition of Envendince evil, a2 
ff a yandal “hed o.4@recd his home. “hy should 
n little creature Like e salemonder fv1i Hie 
theuchts, drivin: qa of the serloiws 5serplexis 
t3aqg of NYs SfTire work Troma hiwt Ye HOULE 
tet rid of 4% heey ERERE bod the bowl). over,.* 
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it Warren We At home thet nivht with @> 
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tien “low minhlin® votee wave evidonds of = 
visitor. wberine the room he bevels ¥eronias 
sittine in 2 wingback chair with Sart stand 
ina in ~anek” of her, hig sens réstinzg(om tie 
heak of: tha shetr, while tyéy both mere in= 
aul rin Se fay re hearty Lauch. é 
“oay helio; “erren=<Ronnie and i ware 
havin 2 “god Jaush st your expense, So (you 
Atan*t Tike Tittle jelly, dis yout snes Take 
&ll the fenale af tha gheanteseendre dé¢éadby 
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That night he studied the lizard-like $ | 
ereaturs under @ strong magnifying glass, _ 
altnouch itn ,~epilriveness jarred on his 6l~ 
“néxay snatterec nerved. It returned his stares 
unflinmcningly, #eising its flat head above , 
tne surface of the weter, its beady syes look=- 
ing {nto his unwaveringly, the red mouth opens 
ing from time *o time as if to gnésh the im= 
arinary veeth of its anvestors, while tne ver- 
milion and black spots underneath glowed 
with an evil Might. The tough skin seemed to 
be stretched to its greatest extent, and the 
enshh of the human-like arms and legs had 
Increased. It seemed to be more vicious than 
evore-trving to soale the slippery sides of 

the | wi to ge at hitte | | 

= eres aya week he 9 aes Pha 1 : vi 
creature, for the sight of 2t repuisee “™ 
e*ekened hime Then one night at the sh PR o 
gable YVerontea starth.4 hin by sayings aya 
43 beginning to cut her teeth. I wonder if 
they are milk teeth or wisdom? Burt thinks 
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rit ou tting tecth= _what arc you talkin 
| xo ever heard of a salanander with 
- tect neevou must be crazy$" and he rushed gnto 
the Living-room to behold the cbject of their 
. conversation asleep on his little rock-4sland. 
A&A sharp prod with his pencil] made it come ine 
gtantly to life, cpening its jawa in anger at. 
peing disturbed, disclosing two little white 
points on esch side of the upper jaw which 
were unnistakably=--teeth! It had also ine 
sreasead 413 size during the weeke~-its rough 
hide fairly bursting with the atrain of exe. 
tended Ch Lacity o 
Veronic® was right behind hin, looking 
atat his surprised discomfiture. "Wasn't I 
Yacht, vig bor? And probably more teeth will 
come later-and see how she has growne That 
food that Burt gave me to feed her mist surce 
ly have its vitemines’" ana she lauched saily 
aa she linked her arm inte his, dravinc Ai 
back to the dinner table, 
After this it vas a regular occurence to 
be @nformed that "Sally has 2 new tooth" or 
Sally got out today and I found her under yo 
your bed.” All there was to 4t he met get 
rid of the pest! One nicht Veronica rent out 
te & nearby thester to gee 2 special feature, 
but Warren pleaded 2 headeche. Now was his ch 
chances while she wae absent to fulfill his 
plans ~ 
Stealing softly into the room he tine 
toed over to the teble without turning on a 
light. He must not awaken the thing for it 
wieht be dangerous with all of ite mysterious | 
tescth. The bowl seemed extra heavy as he 
stagrered out to the kitchen where he hed 
laid out the iceepick, hammer and various 
other tools. The lichts shining in from the 
Boreet made 2 dim tvilicht tn which to work. 
Somehow in his overecautious haste the bowl 
 glipped from his hands into the soapstone 
bie al eink with ea splintering crash, followed by 
“the eine Orne et ita occupants Warren's heart 
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stood atill--wny it sounded as though the - 
weighed pounds & Rushing to the centergof 
the room he pujled the electric light cord, 
but an empty click was the only result. Cone 
found it all, someone must have removed the 
bulb to plug in the electric iron and forgotée 
ten to have put it back! | 

A @ull splashing in the sink was followed 
by a sharp thud on the floor as some object 
hit it with a resounding eclattere-then a slith=- 
ering sound on the smoothé linoleum gave evi- 
ence that the thing was still slive. Warren 
ran helf-stumbline, helferunning into the 
livingeroom, feeling nervously in the dark for 
the light switche-at last locating it with 
trembling, fingers, but as before only an empty 
click was the resulte From room to room he 
starrered, bumping into heavy furniture, scra= 
ping the skin from his tortured limbse-each 
awitch being found useless, What could have 
happened to allof the lights? Something was 
«wrong somewhere. A hurried glence out, of the | 





window showed the streets in darkness. A short 
| @ireuit somewhere must have suddenly plunged 
| the city into darkness’ The black devils of all 
evil seemed teagued with that slimy thine somec 
where in the depths of his épartment. ‘ 
, Suddenly 2 bright idea penetrated his fear- 
crazed mind. The creature couldn't heve fole 
lowed him as far as the bedroom he now occupied- 
che sould just close the door and stay barrie 
caded against its unpleasant presence. It might 
be inferior in intelligence 2nd size, but those 
sharp teeth would no, offer a pleasin conclu- 
sion to his night8s adventure. And Veronica 
must never find out about thise= she would jeer 
at his cowardice. Slidin, over to the door he 
shut 4t with a bang that vouched for its 7 
staying closed *or some time, then locating +t 
the bed he triea to make himself #7 comfort= — 
ehle aa vossible in its depths, » a both ears 
strainiy: for the slightest sound. ad 
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‘Why had he tormented the little saurian 








.3 he had? But it had always seemed to taunt ~ 
‘dmeoits snaky eyes Looking defiantly into 
is aa if ,o draw him on. And to think of 
she sige of the mammal-eating monsters it 
had descended from! Just lately he hadn't 
pothered @o even lobk at it. No knoving how 
big the creature was now. Anywey it gave a 
good thud when it landed, and that spelled 
dancer with a capital "p*. And the bowl had 
seemed larger than usual. Good Heavens had it / 
outgrown the other? Thig was not trifling 
matter, for it was unnatural ££ > it to grow | 
as it had. What could we the darn stuff that 
. Burt gave Veronica to feed it? Yell, thet was | 
an idea--he must inquire tomorrc ‘-- there was - 
gomethine fishy somewhere. And Veronics had — 
| suen a fonéness for the thinge-almost silly | 
at times. No, it couldan’t be any Dlot hatched 
tween +hem e@lthough he had said he would 
never give her Upe Strange words to tell a = 
bridegroom’ He had seemed to drop around after- 
| noons quite a bit lstely-cbut anyway, he ' 
would take a few Winks of sleep before Vere 
snica cane. The creature would not harm here- 
ghe petted it too much. As for the absence 
af Lichts--she woulda speak to nim quickly . 
emoucn when she 4rrived, for she was @ rerular 
emgld in the dark. 

“qo gound broke the stillness; and prege 
ently Yarren took off his shoes and crawled in 
to ped fully dressea, The thing wasn *t in the 
roon or it would have been thrashing, around 
pefore this after being so long out of watere 
Probably it was a lot of nonsense anyway to 
gmagine it knew him from anyone else, But how 
“ould he explain about the shattered bowl to V 
yeronicé? He could say he was giving 1t & 
fresh lot of waterceghet would be the pest 
explanation. It 444 not matter if he hadn't 
ache this before-cthere always was a4 first 
ame te everything. It was mo use trying to | 
carry out any murderous designs on the ersature 
in the darknese--i¢ was & cinch it would get 
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absckute silence of th=« place deadened his 
nerves. his eyelids drocpsa over aching eye~ 
balls. and he was fast asievp- Perr fe 
How long he slept he did not know. Phan- 
toms of the wildest sort flitted through his 
a€veans, culminating in the leap of a monstrous 
gargoyle toward him as he iay trapped in 3 
cave. When he sterted awake in a cold perspir= 
| 





ation, some obseure instinct threw him into an 
attitude of intense and agonized listening=- 
though for what he could not tell. Finally he 
thought he heard = sound--something like sera~ 
ping of slippery feet over 4 oolished floor. | 
Before he could form a definite image his blood 
ran cold. Then he knew that this could mean . 
only one thing. After all--in spite o@ all his 
econfidence-<-that accursed saurian must be in> 
the room’ The utter horror of his helphessness 
made him drav draw himself farther under the 
bedclothes, pulling the quilts over his head. 
He felt cowardly lying here like this--but what 
could he do? A men couldn't fight in the dark-~ 
end surely the creature could not get on the | 
ped. If he would only see to kill it. It must 
be nearly time for Veronica--he must st2il it 
off until then. ) 
He couldn t have slept long=--but these — 

beastly Fall evenings were interminable’ The 
air was becoming stifling--he must get 4 few ... 9% 
gasps, so cautiously removing his head from the 
covers he gulped it in filling his iungs in 
great sweeps-- but bothears on the Slert ror 
any sound. A slight slithering sound near 
the window renewed his fears--the thing was 
moving around in a blind search for him: Slow — 
ly, noiselessly, he reached for one of his 
shoes he had place on the bed near thefoot-- 
then taking a careful aim he threw 4t am the 
direction of the weird sounds. A erash--then 
the sound of the thrash’ng of the thing as if 
in agony cave evidence that he hit his mark. 
At last the horrible sounds ceased, and Warren 
lay back on the bed, the peads of icy seat 
making his’ forehead clammy and cold. He must 
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Pro : 
grew fcebler-- nd at last, with 2 pital aie 
Bob, the grotesque monster sprawled inert-- 7 
lifeless lurip of hideousness. 

- When the lights came on 2 frightful : 
Socenewould have @isclosed to any watcher--s — 
scene in which 4 man and an abnormally over- 

wn lizard lay broken and blocd-soaked in t — 
: the grip of relentiess death. But there was 
nono one to watch--for hours passed before the 
hideous discovery was made. The papers dwelt 
on the horror but no inquest was thought nec- © 
essary. Everything was so cbvious. 

But across the city, in 4 trim flat in 
iaple Street, the lights had revealed another 
seene as they flashed on-.a& seene which migh+ — 
have interested many persons bothe official 
and unofficial. There were & man and & woman-- 
the former cool and self-satisfied, the latieb 
white and shaken. The man was coaching and re~ 
assuring the woman, and promising erent hers 
piness to repay her for something she was go- 
ing thevugh. He was telling her how superfic- 
tal the notion of conscience is. and urging 
her not to be frightened by what she would. 
gooner or later have to face. And he was care- 
fully explaining the @lendular extract which, 
fed to man of reptile, stimulates the pro- 

| cesses of abnormal growth. 
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